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SERMON 
Preached at 1 tae 


Kngfonupon Hull, &c. 


DeutTERONO MY, I. xViil. 
Ind I commanded you at that Time 
all the Things that ye ſhould do. 


JOR the. better underſtanding of 
the Words I have read unto you, it 
will be neceſſary to conſider the Hi- 

ſtory to which they have reference. 
find that we ſhall find to be the Hiſtory of 
ic firſt Inſtitution of Subordinate Magiſtra- 

b which we have. recorded at large, 
od. 18. and from thence repeated in this 

SER Chapter. 
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HE The Inſtitution and Authority 


Chapter. During a great part of the Tims 
which the Children of Iſrael ſpent in their 
Journeying from Agypt to the promiſe 
Land, Moſes alone had born the whole 
Burthen of their Government, had heard 
all their Cauſes, judged all their Diff 
rences, regulated all theif Diſorders, aul 
performed every Act that was neceſſary to 
their Circumſtances, both in the Quality 
of an Extraordinary Deliverer and Guide, 
and of an Ordinary Ruler and Magi. 


a | 
His Father in Law Jethro, the Midionite, 
coming to meet Moſes in the Wildernels, 
found him daily Employed in theſe Offices 
from the Morning unto the Evening, and 10 
doubt very much fatigued with the continl- 
al Attendance and Application they requi 
red. This Labour, 23 thought wa 
too great for a ſingle Perſon to undertake 
and therefore he adviſed Moſes to divide i. 
to create ſome other Judges and Magiſtrate 
under him, and aſſign them proper Shares 
of the inferiour and eaſier Parts of Govert 
ment. To this Advice Moſes hearkne 
and did al that his Father in Law {ud 
ſaid : He choſe him Able Men out of 
rael, and made them Heads of the Pcop 
and ſet out to each of them the Numb 
they ſhould Rule over, the Cauſes 9 
{bould Judge, and the juſt Limits of 91 


8 runter 


3 — — N — ; — 
of Subordinate Magiſtrates. 


both them and all the People, at chat time, 
al the Things that they ſhould do. 


This, is, in ſhort, the Hiſtory of this 
rat Tranſaction, which is ſummed ap in 
„be Words of my Text, in ſuch a Method, 


23 will naturally lead us to make Regular 
and Uſeful Obſervations thereupon : And 
here we may take notice: 13 


lis Authority ; upon which that Command, 
and the Inſtitution of Subordinate Magi- 
ſtrates following upon it, was founded. 


Secondly, Of the Perſons commanded, 


l- 

. who were both the Rulers that were then 
+ eppointed, and the People, that were to be 
„under them; . 

t W 

es And Thirdly, Of the Things which they 
oF ould do, and herein of the Buty of both 
. Magiſtrates and People. 


Upon all theſe Heads I ſhall endeavour 
Lam giving an Account of the Ferviſh Ma- 
and while Lam laying before you the Things 


which Moſes commanded his People, I may 
be underſtood to b peak of thoſe Things 


Subordinate Authority, and ſo commanded | 


Fir, Of the Perſon commanding, and 
under that Head, make ſome Enquiry into 


to diſcourſe in ſuch a manner, as that, while 


ziſtrates, I may have Regard to our own; 


which 


— En. — — 
Fd — a. —— 


10 Infitution 1. Abe) 


which all + we, both Magifraes and People 


\ Buſt, then, I amto colifider the Perſon 
who ſpoke theſe Words, I commanded Tm 
And that will readily appear to be Moſe; 
the Supreme Ruler, under God, of the Chil. 
dren of Iſrael. He only it was that could 
give Commands to the People, becauſe He 
only was appointed to that Station by a 

Divine Commiſſion, and inveſted withthut 
Authority, which no Power, but that cf 
Almighty God, could delegate to him. 
If we enquire into the Title which Moſes 

had tothe Supreme Power over Irael, we 
ſhall find in the firſt place, that he did no: 
claim it by Right of Inheritance, or becaul: 
he was the Firſt horn among bis Brethren, 
Some Perſons in their Enquiries into the 
Original of Government, have thought fi 
to fix it upon Paternal Authority, as its Pri- 
mitive and moſt Natural Foundation. An! 
wit hout doubt, the Authority of a Parent 1s 
ſufficient to ſupport a Right to that Govern» 
ment, which is exerciſed over a Man's own 
Children and Family. But this Baſis 1s 
much too narrow. te erect upon it the Go- 
vernment of a Nation, and too weak to 
bear the Perpetual Succeſſion of ſuch a G0- 
vernment : And therefore to ſupply ths 


Defect, and extend this Authority, , has 
cen 
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Edeſt Son, upon whom, by Hereditary 
Right the Father's Authority is ſuppoſed to 
devolve, and ſo to be continued in a Right 
Line to ſucceeding Generations. 

That this Paternal Authority was exer- 
ciled by Adam, we have no Reaſonto doubt; 
And that his Sons Cain and Seth continued 
It in their ſeveral Families, is alſo probable: 
And that Noah, the Parent of the remain- 
ing World, had, and made uſe of this Right, 
eds not to be denied. But what became 
of it afterwards, or how it was derived 
down to the ſeveral Branches of his Poſte- 


deed, whether this Hypotheſis of the Foun- 


whit Reafons there may be, for or againſt it ; 
what good or ill Conſequences may flow from 


s out of the Bounds of my preſent Sub- 
„eto enquire, much leſs to determine. All 
my Text leads me to obſerve. concern- 


Ing it, is, that as we have not in Scrip- 
ure any expreſs Settlement of Govern- 
ment upon this Foundation; ſo we do 


nations of Governours, has given great 


t0 Cuntenance to this Syſtem, or much Pre- 
0- eence to Primogeniture. 
1s . 


"The 


8 4 


been thought neceſſary to ſubſtitute the 


rity, we have no exact Hiſtory. And in- 


dation of Government, be true in 1tſelf, 
whether it be ſupported by Matters of Fact, 


ot find that Almighty God, in his own De- 
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12 The Inſtitution and Authority 


I be firſt Perſon whom we find expreſy 
Commiſſioned to govern a Nation was thi 
Moſes, who was very far from having zu 
Hereditary Right to that Government, aud 
at a great diſtance from the Eldeſt Son of 
Jacob. Himſelf was a Younger Brother of 
a Second Branch of the Tribe of Levi, who 
had two Elder Brethren, Parents of two 
Numerous Tribes, confiſting of no leſs thin 

looo People: And yet this Moſes did 

Almighty God chuſe to go before the Chil. 

drenof Iſrael, and to Rule over ſomanyPer. 

ſons, who might all, upon the ſcore of Pri 

mogeniture, have pleaded a much net 
1 1975 . 

If we ſearch into the other Appointments 

which Almighty God made of Governour 

and Judges over I/ael, which we meet with 

in their Hiſtory, we ſhall find that he fre- 

quently choſe them out of the Younger 

| Þribes Ephraim, Dan, Manaſſes, Beni: 

min, and none out of the Eldeſt Tribe, the 

Tribe of Reuben. But we ſhall not needto 

go ſo far. be Inſtance we have before 

us, to which my Text confines me, is ſutf- 

cient to ſhew us, that whatever may be plead- 

ed in Favour of the Natural Right of tht 

Firſt-born ; Almighty. God ſeems not in 

his Particular Deſignations to have any he- 

eard to it, much leſs to have made it either by 

Precept or Precedent perpetual and unalter- 

5 | able. 3 N | | But 
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of Subordinate Magiſtrates. 


gut Secondly ; As Moſes did not claim 
is Nis Power of commanding Vael by Here- 
n itary Right; ſo neither was he inveſted 
il With it by the Election of the People. This 


; another Scheme of ſome Projectors, who 


of Wſthink that no Perſon can have a Right to 
1 {ſeovern another but by his own Conſent; 
ound that it is this united Conſent of the Go- 
n erned, which devolves upon the Gover- 


wur the ſeveral Rights every one had of 
his own ; and out of that little Power every 
Perſon has over himſelf, makes one great 
Magazine, of which the Governour is made 
Keeper or Adminiſtrator, and in which he 


s nough, to ſerve himſelf with upon every 
JI 8 

h Now whether this Syſtem will better an- 
beer the Ends of Government than the for- 
mer; whether it be true in Fact, that Go- 
„eernments did Originally ſettle upon this 
Foundation, or whether it be Reaſonable 
0 tlizy ſhould do ſo 5 what Contracts ſhould 


be made, or Powers given, is not our Con- 


„em at preſent to enquire. All that my 
Text leads us to take notice of in this mat- 
ei ber, is, that Moſes did not receive his Au- 


thority by this means, and when he com- 
nanded the Children of Iſrael, it was not 
by virtue of any Delegated Power from 
them, or of any Agreement they had made 

wo N among 


FI 
Eo Jr On 
—_ — - hs 


{hall always find Arms and Authority e- 
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among themſelves to be ſubje& to his Com. 
mands. On the contrary, we are told 
Ace 7.35. that the People refuſed bin 
ſaying, Who made thee a Ruler and a Judge 
And when he had them under his GuiJanz; 
in the Wilderneſs, they ro, nor obey hin, 
but thruſt him from them, and in ther M 
Hearts turned back again into Ag ypt, v.35. en 
Vet notwithſtanding this, He was ſent ti le 

a Ruler and a Deliverer to them, and he 
continued his Government over them, until 
VVV 
If we enquire by what Authority he di 
ſo, we ſhall find in the third Place, that i 
was by the Authority of Almighty God 
himſelf, in whom alone reſteth the Ori 
nal Supreme Power over his Creatures. Al- 
mighty God needed not either to ſeek out 0 
Birthright, or to call for the Voices of the 
People, in order to ſettle his Supreme G9- 
vernour. But he chuſeth out his Man, gts 
him his Commiſſion himſelf, and dircds 
him to go to the Children of Iſrael will 
theſe Words in his Mouth. I AM bat | 
ſent me to you, Exod. 3. 14, 15. The Ii 
God of your Fathers, the God of Abraham, he 
God of Ifaac, the God of Facob hath ſent me 
umto you; This is my Name fir ever, aul 
this is my Memorial unto all Generations. 
Here then we may ſafely fix the Origins 
of all Government, and here we Ma find 
— © : a Foun⸗ 
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U WM Foundation large enough to ſettle it upon. 
„e have the Authority of the Holy Scrip- 
-» rc for it, Rom. 1 z I. That there is no Potwy- 
f God, an the Powers that be, are 
„ ned of God. And indeed when we du- 
-» WW: confider this Matter, we ſhall find that 
„ Whore but Almighty God has Power ſuffici- 
t to inſtitute Government, and to arm 
he lagiſtrates with that Authority, which is 
til ceſſary for the Support of it. Govern- 


dent cannot ſubſift without the Power of 
be Sword, a Power to execute Capital Pu- 
jiſhments upon Traitors and other grie- 
Wous Offenders. But now 'whence ſhould 


nd he muſt be no other thin a Miniſtær of 
vl, who undertakes 70 bear the Sword for 
im, and to be @ Revenger to execute Wrath 


Von him that doth Evil. 


has 


ef Subordinate Magiſtrates. 15 


7/10 deftiroy, can give this Power to Man, 


How Almighty God doth communicate 
I1sPower, and how we ſhall know who 


—— — 


nr 


| 
i N 
| \ 8 
} 
. ' 
* i 
# 1 
f l 
U 
11 
= 
i 1 
\ 
. We 4 
Y 
9 ! 
: 
{ } 
- U 4 *xF 
* 1 
Qt is 
bl 
we 
. j 
| 
Vs o 
. 
Fs 
1 
4 
' = 
18 6 
4 = 
5 it | 
. 
þ 
1 z 
vat 
8 ns 
# 
at 
oF 0g 
« 1 
e * 
4 
* 
jj 
"} 
a b 
4? i 
| $1 
oh 
oh { 
ent 
TAR: 
. 
1 i 
«- 2 
L | 
— 7 
4 
"* 
. 0 Li 
> E 
; 
' 0 >| 
„ 4 
0 
I 2 
Ar 1 
5 3 
5 1. 

1 
| i 
F 
11 

* 
12 
|, 4 
1 9. 
1 
1 7 
u ih, 
jv =» # 
113 
x 1 iy 
1 
* 5 
2 
* 
LY bY 
of Fl 
, 
Li 
* 


— - — _ ac 
— OOO :D AE 2. 


** CS ZE 3 
I —— 7 


* 


a 


* 


The Inſtitution and Authority Wl... 


- 1 - - 
8 — 9 — —Y — ya — — 
| 5 3 : Gh 3 —— — . EI nn = <p 
[2 - 8 — 2 1 — Cl tO * & — —— — — — — — * -” = 
- : - — . ere rn a ne I — — — had — — 
5 — — * G - 5 4 — " — — 
— --, Lions Mos > — * * - r G c — — — we ona gy—aes . — - 
— — — - . — — — x 
8 2 * . - an - 
LITE n — * 4 J 


with any other Nation, neither hath any o- 


3 
Hand upon them, and preſent them to thei 


dab, the Lineal Succeſſion continued, and 
the Poſterity of David and Solomon executed 


has a juſt Title to it, is the next Point, aul 
the moſt difficult one that ariſeth uponthy 
Subject. In the Fewiſh Government, 4 
W God was pleaſed to exert himſelf 
in a very viſible manner. He called outhj 
Rulers and Judges, and Kings by Nane 
and appointed them to their Stations byex 
preſs Deſignation. He hath not dealt f 


ther People had ſo plain a Revelation of li 
Will in this Particular. Yet even to the 
reſt of Mankind, he hath not left hinſe! 
without Witneſs. Aud as he till govern 
the World, tho? he doth not make aviſile 
Appearance in it; ſo he ſtill appoints his 

icegerents, tho? he doth not viſibly lay his 


Subjects. If we look into the Cataloguesof 
the Kings of Judah and Iſrael, we ſhall nd 
that Almighty God did not expreſly name 
every one of thein to his Crown, but left the 
greateſt part of them to the common Method 
of obtaining it, under the Ordinary Courk 
of his Providence. In the Kingdom of Ju. 


the Royal Office of their Fathers with the 
ſame Authority, and were acknowledged and 
obeyed by Prieſts, Prophets, and People, 
with the ſame Readineſs, as if they had been 


called out and Anointed by an exprels Di 
| vine 


" 


"of: Subordinate Magiſtrates, 


wine Command. In the Kingdom of Iſrael 
there was much greater variety. That King- 
dom was founded upon a Revolt of the 


elefted Fereboam, ſent and called him t 
the Congregation, and made bim King over 


was. made in ſome Meaſure by Divine Ap- 
pointment z for we read, that the Prophet 
Alijab foretold it to Feroboam, which no 
doubt encouraged him to take the Crown, 


not ſo in the Caſe of Baaſba, who uſurped 
won the Son of this Feraboam, conſpired 


MY 222inſt him, and reigned in his ſtead : He 
bad no particular Commiſſion: for this, that 
1M ve read of, and yet Almighty God ſuffered 


bim, and his Son Ela after him, to hold the 
Government 26 Years, and to be ſo long 
acknowledged and obeyed by the People. 
The ſame may be ſaid of Ori, who ſuc- 


me 

1. WY ceded after another Rebellion againſt Ba- 
x: 46's Son, and ſo ſettled the Government in 
eh own Family, that it remained in it for 
bree Reigns more. And altho' they were 
ba wicked Princes, and Almighty God had 


Ten Tribes from the Son of Solomon, who 


al Iſrael, 1 Kings 12, 20. That Choice 


and the People to give it him. But it was 


17 


ed diſed up in their Times two great Prophets, 
be Eb and Eliſba, and commiſſioned them 
ne 2 reprove the Wickedneſs of theſe Kings; 


Jet we no where find, that either of theſe 
Prophets taught the People to account them 
UVlurpers, or to diſobey them. 
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did all act by the ſame Divine Commiſlin, 
omit the particular Deſignation of the Per. 


ordinary Courſe of his Providence, why 


preſs Commiſſion for their Governours ? 0: 


Nation, to which alone he vouchſafed to 


Several more Revolutions there were in 
that Kingdom, ſome by expreſs Direction 
from Almighty God, and others without 
any: Yet all the Kings that made them ate 
admitted into the Catalogue, they are al. 
lowed to have equal Regal Power, and they 


tho? very differently delivered to them, 
Now if Almighty God, in the Govern: 
ment of his peculiar People, did very often 


ſon who was to govern, and leave it tothe 
ſhould any other Nation expect a more ex- 


why ſhould they deny their Authority to be 
from God, becauſe they have not one? We 
are aſſured that the Authority of Governours 
is Divine, becauſe we are expreſly told, that 
there can be ns Power but of God, And we 
fee no other way by which he communicates 
that Power, but by his Providence, which 
way was moſt commonly uſed, even in that 


ſhew himſelf in an Extraordinary manner. 

And when that Providence ſettles a Perſon 
in the Throne, either in the direct Courſe 

of Lineal Succeſſion, or in extraordinary 
Caſes, by a Breach of it ; while the Divine 

Inſtitution of Order and Government 1s pte- 

ſerved, we may very reaſonably 1 the 

a wine 
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Divine Authority is continued, and that 
Perſon ſo ſettled is inveſted with it. 

And eſpecially we of this Nation have all 
the Reaſon in the World to be ſatisfied, 
that in this Particular God is amoneſt us of a 
Truth ; that the Royal Perſon, by whom he 
[now governs us, hath his Authority, and acts 
by his Divine Commiſſion: For his gracious 
Providence hath brought her to ſit upon the 
Throne of her Anceſtors, with both the Titles 
of Lineal Succeſſion and Legal Settlement. — 
He has viſibly appeared in her Favour, by 14 
bleſſing her Arms with Victory, and her i 
Counſels with Peace. He has made her the 1 
glorious Inſtrument of preſerving that hap- 4 
py Conſtitution both in Church and State, 4 
which he raiſed up her great Predeceſſor to 3 
reſcue, He has given her Power to ſtrength- 4 
en it by the Union of another Kingdom. } 
And to crown all, he has bleſſed her Reign 
with the effecting the ſecure Eſtabliſhment 


at WW of that Conſtitution under a Proteſtant Suc- Ls 1 
to eeſſon, which we all heartily pray, may con- i 
er. unue it in Peace and Happineſs to the lateſt [. 
on Poſterity. May we all approve ourſelves 5 
le Wi Dutiful Subjects to ſo gracious a Sovereign; "4 q 
y and as we admire that kind Providence that [| 
nc placed her in our Government, and has con- 1 
. ducted her in the Adminiſtration of it; ſo | 
he 


may we ever acknowledge the Divine Au- 
thority reſting upon her, and be ſubject to her 
for Conſcience ſake, and ſo fulfill the Will of 
God, that with well doing we may put to Tas 
. „„ 
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' Subje& has drawn me; and had it beena ls 
grateful one than this of Obedience to our 


Schemes of Government, we may all ſtedfiſt 
ly adhere to that which is ſo happily lettled 
the Titles of Princes, we may only ſtrive who 


Peace and Proſperity. 1 


on your Patience. I hope it will. not be ac- 


the Tenorance of fooliſh Men. That, inſtenof 
raiſing curious Queſt ions, and framing 


among us ; and inſtead of contending about 


ſhall moſt readilywbey them, and molt Zez- 
louſly endeavour to contribute to their 


But I am ſenſible to what a Length thi 


Sovereign, I might havefeared to treſpaſSup- 


counted a Digreſſion from my principal Pur. 
poſe, which was to ſhew yon the true Divine 
Originalof Government inthe Perſon of fi- 
ſes ;1f I have ſhewn you, that the ſameDivine 
Authority gives our moſt gracious Queen 
the ſame Title to her Subjects Obedience, 

I proceed now, tothe ſecond general Head, 
The Perſons commanded, who were both 
the Subordinate Magiſtrates and the People. 

As to the latter of theſe, the People no 
Queſtion can ariſe. He who had the Su- 
preme Authority over them, might doubt- WW 
leſs command them in what manner be 
pleaſed, conſiſtently with his own Autho- 
rity, and the Ends of Government. 

The chief Perſons now to beconfider*,are 
Subordinate Magiſtrates, of whoſe Original 
Inſtitution, Moſes gives us an Account in 
this Chapter. RO And 


/ Subordinate Magiſtrates. 


And the Principal Thing I would obſerve 
pncerning it, is, that this Inſtitution was 
led by Moſes upon his own ſingle Autho- 
Ity, without having any Precept from Al- 
bichty God for it, or ſeeking to him for Di- 
kdion: Tho' it be very true, which I have 
ſerved before, that there can be no Power 
*. of God, and this Power muſt be derived 
rom him to the Supreme Govyernourz yet it 
þ not neceſſary there ſhould be an immedi- 
te Communication of it to thoſe that are 
Subordinate. Moſes had ſufficient Anthori- 


them their ſeveral Bounds and Stations, and 
lo command the People to obey them. And 
whoſoever ſhould have reſiſted this Power 
transfered by Moſes to his Judges and Offi- 
cers, would have reſiſted the Ordinance of 
Cod, as much as if he had rebelled againſt 
Fer himſelf, or diſobeyed an immediate 
Command from Heaven. For an Ordinary 
Commiſſion from God, is of as great Autho- 
Inty as an Extraordinary one, and a Delega- 
ted Power from the Supreme is, within its 
on Bounds, of the ſame Force with its Ori- 
Final. And therefore, where the Supreme 
Magiſtrate finds Occaſion for the Aſſiſtance 
ol Inferiors, to direct the Affairs of Provinces, 


Government, he has ſufficient Authority to 
luſtitute ſuch Magiſtrates, to give them ſuch 
| 3 | Commiſſions 


to empower his Deputies, to chuſe them 
but, and appoint them to their Office, to aſſign 


Tribes, Towns, or other Parts of his own 
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the manner after which Moſes inſtituted 


on. This Method may ſeem to give Counte- 


this he might well do for his own Convent: 


to the Authoritative part, he ſaith not, 4 


Commiſſions and Inſtructions, and to hien 
them under ſuch Reſtrictions and Limit. 
ons as he pleaſeth: And thoſe Inferiour Ma. WW: 
giſtrates who are thus inſtituted, may, with 
a very good Conſcience, . act in their proper 
Stations; may juſtly account thernſely 
Vicegerents to the Supreme, and under hin 
to Almighty God himſelf ; may aſſume ty 
themſelves all the Reſpects and Honours dc WWP® 
tq their Office, and infli& juſt Puniſhment 
upon all thoſe that deſpiſe or diſobey them, 

But further, We may take Notice alſo of 


theſe Subordinate Magiſtrates. And that 
was by appointing the People to chuſe then 
out, and then giving them their Commiſi:- 


nance to their Opinion, who would have us 
believe, that the Election of the People con- 
fers the Power and Authority of the Mag. 
{trate. But if we look over the ſhort Hiſtory 
we have in this Chapter, we ſhall find it to 
be far otherwiſe. Moſes did permit the Peo- 
ple to chuſe out the Perſons for him. And 


ence, becauſe he could not himſelf have 
Perſonal Knowledge of every one that was fit 
for that Office: And therefore he ſays, v.13. 
Take ye wiſe Men, and underſtanding, and 
known among your Tribes, But when he comes 


make ye them Rulers, But, Ire make — 
AN | 5 Nel! 


of Subordinate Magiſtrates. | 
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2 


pul-rs over on. Tho he left the Recom- 
nendation of the Perſon to the People ; yet 
e alone could confer the Authority, becauſe 
e alone had received it from God. | 


rites are choſen among ourſelves, we are 
pot to think tis the Choice of the People 
that endows them with that Authority, nei- 
ther are we to account them the People's 
dervants or Miniſters, We are expreſly told, 
Wn, 13. 4. that Rulers are Minifters of God 
bo the People for their good. And that Power, 


is the ſame, which they are authorized to de- 


which they preſcribe Rules of Governinent 
according to their own Prudence, and the 


which, no Number of Men whatſoever can 
form themſelves into a Body, and chuſe their 
own Governours. | 

This then may be a great Encouragement 
Subordinate Magiſtrates, that they act by 
he ſame Authority as their Superiours; that 
„ by the Divine Authority, which is given 


their Office, and execute Judgment in it, as 


for the Lord, who 1s with them m 7 udge 


Ment, 


Inlike manner, when Subordinate Magi- 


which the Supreme Rulers have from God, 


koate to thoſe who are under them. This 
they do by Commiſſions and Charters, in 


Circumſtances of Places; and without 


ty God to the one, and delegated by him to 
lie other. And they may chearfully perform 


lnow ing that they judge not for Men, but 


And 
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And this brings me in the third and | — 
place, to the Duty of Magiſtrates aud pg 
ple, the Things which Moſes commani, 
they ſhoul do. And of thoſe we have ng 

F 10 
Io the People, no doubt, he recommend, 
that which may include all the general Du 
ty of Submiſſion and Obedience. This j; 
| the Duty which doth naturally flow fro 
| the Relation they bear to their Governoun 
| For if it be the Governours Office to rule 
and command, it muſt be the People's Dut 
to ſubmit and obey. For without Obedi 
dience, all Commands muſt be ineffectudl. 
| Again, our Governours have their Auth 
By rity from God Almighty, whoſe Creiture 
we all are, and to whom we do by Nature 
* coe all manner of Subjection. Now where 
3 ever he has ſet the S:amp of his Authority, 
there he has placed a Title to our Subject. 
on. Wherever we find any Meaſure of hi 
Power communicated, we muſt ſubmit to it 
for Conſcience ſake, as being that Power, 
which alone can bind our Conſciences, and 
which Almighty God did communicate to 
5 Rulers for this very Reaſon, that the Obliga 
. tion to Obedience might be the ſtronger; 
and that the Subject might be bound to his 
Sovereign, not only by the Pe nalties of ths 
Temporal Sword ; but alſo by the Pains} 
Eternal Damnation. 4 
Now it has been fairly manifeſted, ty 
WEL the 


ou 
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the Authority of Subordinate Magiſtrates 
is from God, as well as that of the Supreme, 
tho! it be in a leſſer Meaſure, and more me- 
dately derived: If fo, there lies a Divine 
Obligation upon our Conſciences, to honour 
ind obey ſuch Magiſtrates, and they that 
teilt them are guilty of reſiſting the Ordi- 
Fnance of God, and make themſelves liable 
tothe terrible Vengeance threatned againſt 
ſuch Reſiſtance. 2 1 49 | 
How far our Submiſſion and Obedience is 
toextend, and what are the true Bounds of 
it, both with reſpect to Supreme and Subor- 
linate Rulers, is not my Buſineſs to deter- 
mine, Every Man agrees, that the Caſe is 
not the ſame with both theſe ſorts of Gover- 
nos. The latter, having but a delegated 
tower, have their proper Bounds fix'd by 
thoſe who gave it. Whether the former 
e limited, and by what Rules and Autho- 
ity they are ſo, belongs not to this Place 


1 
tobe debated. If any one thinks he has 


er, 


ni Occaſon for the Knowledge of that Point, 
oe muſt ſeek it at the Hands of thoſe, whoſe 
92 buſineſs it is to underſtand the Laws and 
r Conſtitutions of Nations, and who have a 
his Proper Share in the Office of Making or 
he WW tering of Governments. © 


of 


1 
he 


The only Anſwer that ought to be given 
to ſuch an Enquiry from this Place, is, That 
ere is no Occafion to make it. For, Bleſ- 

il be Almighty 2 for it, his * 
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has placed us under fo excellent a Conſti. 
tution, and ſuch Gracious Governors, that 
we can never, but by our own malicious 
Wickedneſs, be put under the Difficulty af 
doubting whether we ſhould obey or no, 
The Exerciſe of our Government is ſo mill 
and gentle, that it may be our Delight, is 
well as it 1s our Intereſt to obey it. The 
Duties required of us, are ſo reaſonable and 
advantageous, that we are our own Enemies, 
if we do not perform them: And the Li- 

| berties-1ndulged us are ſo large, that nothing 
but an unbounded Spirit of Licentiouſneſs 
can tempt us to tranſgreſs them. 5 
Let us then ever truly value the Govern- 
ment, under which we live; let us ſhew 
forth the Value we have for it by our conſtant 
Endeavours in our ſeveral Stations to ſup- 
port it. And as the Station of Subjects in- 
plies an Obligation to Obedience, let us al. 
ways remember to anſwer that Obligation, 
and faithfully to perform that Duty, both 
to the Queen, as Supreme, and unto Giver 
nors, as unto them that are ſent by her fir 
the Puniſhment of evil. doers, and for tht 
Praiſe of them that do well, That ſo ue 
may lead Quiet and Peaceable Lives, in al 
Godlineſs and Honeſty ; that Almighty God 
may make an obedient People a Blefling b 
their Governors, and their Governors te 
them, and that he may continue theſe Blel- 


ſings to us and our Poſterity for all Gele, 
. ations, S And 
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And now I have ſhewn you the Duty of 
the People, which 1s Obedience. Permit me 
in the laſt Place, to ew you fuch Duties as 
ve may ſuppoſe Moſes commanded his In- 
ferior Magiſtrates, at leaſt ſuch as do re- 
ſalt from the Nature and Circumſtances of 
their Office. And I ſhall name but theſe 
two, Loyalty to their Sovereign, and Im- 

partiality to the People. 
Fir, Loyalty to their Sovereign. Sub- 
ordinate Magiſtrates, are a ſort of Middle 
Perſons, partaking of the Power of the Su- 
preme, and yet Fellow. Subjects with the 
People that are under them. As Subjects, | 
they are bound in the Common Bond of — 
Obedience, they are equally obliged to the 
Duty, and equally liable to the Penalty in- 
Curred by the Breach of it. Sothat in this 
Liſe, there is no Difference between them 
und the meaneſt Subject. If there be any, 


oth | conſiſts in this ; that as they are honoured 
„ih higher Poſts in the Government, ſo 
for ley have greater Obligations to it: And 
1 IS their Station empowers them to do more 


«rvice to their Sovereign, ſo it doth in Pro- = 
rtion require the. ; 
We may lay it down as a ſafe Rule, That 
herever Almighty God gives an opportu- 
ty to do good, that opportunity itſelf is _ 
Call to the Duty. If ſo, whenever any +, 
lon is advanced to an Office of Magi- 1 
tac, that Office obligeth him to pro- 
„%% 
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mote to the utmoſt all Duty ard Obedience 
to the Supreme Majeſty. It is the Buſineſs 
of his Place to execute her Commands, 1 
diſtribute Juſtice in her Name, and to pre- 
ſerve her Subjects in their due Obedience, 
And how ſhall he do this, without acting 
upon the Principles of Steady Loyalty him- 
ſelf? If he wants theſe he muſt of neceſity 
be very ſlack in all his own Adminiſtrations i 
and very negligent of his Duty. : 
But where theſe Principles inſpire a Mar 
with true Allegiance to his Sovereign, they 
will alſo make him very Active in every 
thing that may tend to her Honour and In- 
tereſt, He will always be ſenſible whoſe 
Vicegerent he is, and ever mindful of the 
Obligations he lies under to diſcharge faith 
fully the Truſt committed to him; and tc 
ſee that all thoſe under him do as faithful) 
diſcharge their Duty. His own Example 
will be of great Prevalence over them, whi 
tho it be but the Example of a Single Perlon 
is that of a Publick one, which carries Au 
| thority along with it, and cannot fall of 
much more Powerful 1 than thole 0 
many ſingle Perſons in Private Capacities 
And his Care and Prudence added to thi 
Example, will extreamly increaſe he oe 
of it, and give him the Satisfaction of h. 
ving done his Duty, in keeping the Peop! 
within the due Bounds of Submiſi:on an 
„ Th 
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Thus every Subordinate Magiſtrate, who 
o WF in all his Thoughts, Words and Works ſeeks 
to the Honour and Glory of God, and ſtudies 
re. WY to preſerve the People committed to his 
Charge in Loyalty, Peace and Godlineſs, 
ing may have the Happipeſs to ſee the Tra- 
m. 2-1 of bis Soul, and be ſatisfied ;"and the 
ye Honour to be an Inſtrument in procuring 
the greateſt Temporal Bleſſing to Mankind, 
W the Security and Eſtabliſhment of the moſt 
Excellent Government. 15 
Secondly and Laſtly. The other Duty I 
have mentioned, as incumbent upon a Sub- 
ordinate Magiſtrate, is, Impartiality to the 
People. This Duty doth naturally reſult 
from the Relation he ſtands in to them, as 
he is their Ruler and Judge; and he is ap- 
pointed for this very Purpoſe, that he may 
miniſter equal Juſtice amongſt them. And 
this is the Duty which Wes ſeems chiefly 
to have inſiſted upon in his Charge to the 
Officers of his Inſtitution, and to have made 
the main Subſtance of his Commands to 
* thus he api ver. 15, Fes I 
charged your Judges at that time, ſaying, 
| Hear Sn . your Brethren, Ky 
; judge righteouſly, between every man and his 
Brother, and the Stranger that is with him. 
Te ſhall not reſpect Perſons in Judgment, but 
Jou fhall hear the ſmall as well as the great, 
Ju ſhall not be afraid of the Face of Man, 
for the Judgment is Gods, And they Woe | 
1.4 br 
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ſuch Men as would obey this Charge, an; 


| Truth, hating Covetouſneſs, and place ſuc) 


be the better eſtabliſhed, we find alſo thit 


him to reſpe# no Perſons in Judgment, nor 
render this Principle ſtill. more perfect, it 


touſpeſs ; that there may be no Temptations 


1 


were endowed with this Vertue, which Je. 
thro, who adviſed him to commiſſion they, 
recommended to his Choice, Exod. 18. 21. 
Moreover thou ſhalt provide out of all the 
People, able men, ſuch as fear God, men of Po 


over them. F 

From whence we may obſerve, that a true 
and imnartial Love of Juſtice, is an Eſſen- 
tial Qualificationof a Magiſtrate ; and that 
this muſt be a fixt Principle in ſuch a Perſon, 
He muſt be a Man of Truth in his own Na- 
ture, have an inherent Integrity in him, and 
not put it on, to wear as long as the Robe to 
which it belongs, That this Principle may 


1t muſt be joyned with, and founded upon 
the Fear of God; which is the true Baſisof 
all Vertue, and which only can. inſpire a 
Man with that true Courage, which ſhall 
ſet him above all Temptations, and cauſe 


to be afraid of the Face of Man, And to 
muſt be joyned with an Hatred of Cove- 


from that weak ſide of Mankind, the Love 
of their own Intereſt ;and that Juſtice, which 
is repreſented as blind, may not open het 
Eyes to have them cloſed again with a Bride. 
This Principle then of Truth and 0 


1 


e 


| of Subordinate Magiſtrates. 


31 


that whereby every Magiſtrate ought to go- 
tern himſelf, and to take it for his Guide in 


ale joyned with thoſe Abilities, which qua- 
ite a Man to be choſen to his Office, and 
which we doubt not but every Man is endow- 
ed with, will be abuncantly ſufficient to car- 
ry him through all the ordinary Buſineſs of 


which may ariſe in the Adminiſtration of 
it, For this Reaſon, I ſhall not need to en- 


lice, not ſo much as to ſhew you wherein it 
conſiſts; much leſs to be particular in the 


The Duty itſelf is very well underſtood ; 


Principle of Integrity and Truth, I have 
lid enough to recommend it. 


kt it cloth us; Let this Principle be ſo 
woted in our Souls, that it may become the 
Pring and Source of all our Actions; that 
luch as are already placed in any Poſt of Ma- 
altracy may by the Strength of this Princi- 


ple duly execute their Offices, become Eyes 
io the Blind, Feet to the Lame, and Fathers 


nity, thus grounded, and thus guarded, is 


his Place, and all the accidental Difficulties 
arge upon this Duty of Impartiality in Ju- 


Parts and Meaſures of it, and the Occaſions , 
upon which it is to be brought into Practice. 


ad when L have founded it upon this Noble 


Le us all put on this Righteouſneſs, and 


io the Poor; that they may break the Faws of 

be Wicked and. pluck the Spoil out of his 

Teeth, That all the reſt, who are not yet 
3 | arrived 


lll the Ads of his Office, And this Prin- 
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3 arrived to any Dignities, may by the ſ⸗ 
P xinciple be habitually d dn 
and when they ſhall be called, faithfylh 
diſcharge the Truſts belonging to them. P. 
nally; Let every one of us, in whatever 
Station we are placed, make it our utmoſt 
Endeavour to follow the Courſe of Honeſty 
and Juſtice in all our Dealings, and to pro. 
. _ - Moteas much as is poſſible the Publick Good, 
pu; che faithful Performance of the ſeveral 
'- Duties of our Places, either well governing 
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